The title compound, C 17 H 14 N 2 O, crystallizes as a cis formamide isomer. The isoquinoline and benzene fragments are nearly perpendicular [dihedral angle = 81.79 (18) ], whereas the formamide group is virtually coplanar with the isoquinoline unit [dihedral angle = 1.66 (15) ]. Intermolecular N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds link molecules into a centrosymmetric dimer.
Related literature
For the cytotoxic activity of arylisoquinolines, see: Cho et al. (2002 Cho et al. ( , 2003 . For the synthethic procedures relevant to this work, see: Nunno et al. (2008) ; Tovar & Swager (1999) ; Cho et al. (2002) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (Cho et al., 2002 (Cho et al., , 2003 . The title compound, that belongs to arylisoquinolines, has been synthesized to study its cytotoxic activity and its crystal structure is reported here.
A 2.5 M solution of n-BuLi in hexanes (54.5 mmol) was added to a solution of the diisopropylamine (59.9 mmol) in THF (5 ml) at 273 K under nitrogen atmosphere. After 10 min, the solution of 2-methylbenzonitrile (36.4 mmol) in THF (5 ml) was added dropwise and the obtained brown reaction mixture was stirred for 1 h, then adding the DMF (18.2 mmol), the mixture was stirred for 2 h at room temperature (Cho et al., 2002; Nunno et al., 2008; Tovar et al., 1999) . The mixture was subsequently concentrated under reduced pressure giving the crude product. The residue was recrystallized from ethanol. Colorless crystals of the title compound were obtained by slow evaporation of the solvent after 2 days at room temperature(Yield: 73%, m.p. 401-403 K).
Refinement
All H atoms were placed in calculated posistion with C-H = 0.93 -0.96 Å, and N-H = 0.86Å and refined in the riding mode aproximation with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq of the carrier atom. Figures   Fig. 1 . View of the molecular structure showing the atom-labelling scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 40% probability level. H atoms have been omitted for clarity. 
N-[3-(2-Methylphenyl)isoquinolin-1-yl]formamide
Crystal data Primary atom site location: structure-invariant direct methods Extinction correction: none 
Special details

